
 

 

 
 

New Singapore concert platform brings together 60 talents under 25 across the 
region for cultural collaborations between Singapore and her neighbours 
 
 

● imagin.Asia concert will bring together 60 talents under 25 years old from 
Singapore and across Asia for a one day only concert held at Victoria Theatre 
(28 July 2018) 

 
● Helmed by creative director Jeremiah Choy with music director Philip Tan, this 

year’s imagin.Asia concert theme ‘Artists Uncovered’ will also feature cultural 
and artistic traditions that youths in the region are keeping alive 
 

● Highlights of imagin.Asia concert include: a Laotian puppetry theatre group 
comprising deaf performers; a Singaporean cancer survivor who is an aspiring 
singer-songwriter; and two Nepalese brothers who play traditional folk 
instruments 

 
 
SINGAPORE, 28 July 2018 – A new regional concert platform that brings together 
Singapore talents with their counterparts from across Asia will be launched this July at 
Victoria Theatre. 
 
Called imagin.Asia concert, this event will see a gathering of upcoming talents below 
the age of 25 who have inspired people and communities in which they live in through 
music, dance and theatre. Featuring more than 60 performers from 10 countries, the 
concert will take place on 28 July 2018. 
               
Elaborates Ms Karine Tan, senior cultural executive of not-for-profit arts and culture 
organisation, Global Cultural Alliance (GCA), the producer of the concert: imagin.Asia 



 

concert aims to serve as an international exchange platform for new and emerging 
Singapore arts talents to connect with their peers from Asia. This concert is an occasion 
for young talents from different countries and cultures to meet, initiate new dialogue and 
collaborate. 
 
“Through this sharing, we eventually hope that the imagin.Asia concert will serve as a 
catalyst for the next generation of artists to learn from one another and eventually build 
a shared and inclusive future for Asia.” 
 
A wholly-owned subsidiary of The RICE Company Ltd, GCA focuses on identifying and 
developing opportunities for all in the arts and creative industries, through the 
development of  creative platforms and cross-cultural exchanges between Singapore 
and the rest of the world. 
 
With its programme line-up based on the theme ‘Artists Uncovered’, this inaugural 
concert will also showcase young talents who look at new ways of presenting cultural 
and artistic traditions. 
 
The 90-minute concert is helmed by creative director, Jeremiah Choy, alongside music 
director, Philip Tan. Says Mr Jeremiah Choy: “I have always believed that the arts have 
a power to change and shape the world we live in. For imagin.Asia we have tried to 
seek out young and emerging talents who have that something special that is able to 
inspire us, to make us feel that after listening to them, this world can be made into a 
better place to live in.”  
 
Highlights of the concert would include:  
 

● An original composition, “Love, Faith, Hope”, by aspiring Singapore singer-
songwriter Stefanie Loh, 25, performed by Vietnam Idol 2015 runner-up Bich 
Ngoc, 25, and China’s He Sha Sha, one of the Top 3 Finalists of China’s singing 
competition, Super Girl (2015). Loh, a cancer survivor, found songwriting as a 
form of therapy in her recovery process. 
 

● A puppet theatre troupe from Laos comprising deaf performers 
 

● A dance item which will see a collaboration between a Singapore hip-hop group 
comprising beneficiaries of the Business Times Budding Artists Fund and a 
Malaysian Bharatanatyam dance troupe 
 



 

● Nepalese brothers, Prince Nepali, 23, and Prizol Nepali, 20, who will perform a 
fusion-contemporary item on traditional Nepalese instruments. The brothers have 
been featured on music TV series in their home country and have performed in 
Thailand to raise funds for victims of two earthquakes that hit Nepal in 2015. 
 

● An opening collaborative item between a Japanese taiko drummer, Indonesian 
percussionist, Singapore-based flautist and Hong Kong suona player 

 
Adds composer-sound artist and music educator Mr Philip Tan: “This concert has 
provided an opportunity for the different musical sounds and traditions of Asia to come 
together to find both what is common and what is different. We hope that these artistic 
collaborations which will be seen in the closing performances will inspire partnerships of 
other forms between the youths of Singapore and other countries as well.”  
 
imagin.Asia is organised by The RICE Company Ltd, an arts not-for-profit organisation, 
and produced by its wholly owned subsidiary, Global Cultural Alliance Ltd. The event is 
supported by the Sing50 Fund, a community fund that seeks to preserve and celebrate 
Singapore’s music heritage by fostering the knowledge of and an affection for 
Singapore’s music in our children and the community. 
 
imagin.Asia will take place at Victoria Theatre on 28 July 2018 with two shows at 3 pm 
and 8 pm respectively. Tickets are $25 (excluding booking fees) and can be purchased 
from Yapsody: http://bit.do/imaginasia 
 
Please refer to Annex 1 for the artists’ bio details. 
 
Members of the media are invited to imagin.Asia on 28 July 2018 at 3pm at 
Victoria Theatre, 9 Empress Place, Singapore 179556. 
  
================================================================== 
 
For Media Enquiries: The RICE Company Limited 
Sum Wai Ying 
Email: waiying_sum@therice.sg 
Mobile: 9222 3548 
  
Event: imagin.Asia 

Date: 28 July 2018 (Sat) 



 

Time: 3:00 pm (Matinee show) 
8:00 pm (Evening show) 

Venue: Victoria Theatre  
9 Empress Place  
Singapore 179556 

Synopsis: ‘Artists Uncovered’ 
60 talents under 25 from Singapore and across Asia. 

● A composer from Singapore who seeks to heal with her music 
● A taiko drummer from Japan 
● A deaf puppetry dance theatre group from Laos 
● Musicians from Nepal who re-define tradition 

Helmed by creative director Jeremiah Choy with music director Philip Tan, 
imagin.Asia is a glimpse into the future of Asia’s sound. Through the stories 
of the performers and cultural collaborations, it seeks to inspire the world to 
be a better place. 

 
The RICE Company Limited 
The RICE Company Limited (TRCL) is a not-for-profit organisation and registered 
charity with IPC (Institutions of Public Character) status. TRCL seeks to harness the 
potential of the arts to benefit under-served children and youths in the community with a 
focus on arts education and placemaking of community spaces through artistic and 
creative content. 
 
TRCL manages two social funds (The Business Times Budding Artists Fund and Sing50 
Fund), arts centres (The Little Academy and 10 Square Youth) in four locations across 
Singapore, creative spaces (The Pavilion at Far East Square and Temenggong House) 
and two subsidiaries (Global Culture Alliance and Millet Holdings). 
 
For more information, visit: www.therice.sg 
 
 
Global Cultural Alliance Limited 
Founded in 2014 and a wholly-owned subsidiary of The RICE Company Ltd (TRCL), 
Global Cultural Alliance Ltd (GCA) is a not-for-profit arts and cultural organisation which 
aims to develop Singapore as the premier cultural hub for the exchange of knowledge 
and shared experiences to foster a harmonious Singapore in an increasingly connected 
and globalised 21st century. 
 



 

GCA conceptualises and creates conducive and open platforms for the confluence of 
shared experiences of local and international communities. 
 
For more information, visit: www.globalculturalalliance.sg 
 
 
Sing50 Fund 
Launched on 17 January 2015, the Sing50 Fund is a private sector initiative supported 
by The Straits Times and The Business Times. The Fund’s mission is to preserve and 
celebrate Singapore’s music heritage by fostering the knowledge of and an affection for 
Singapore’s music in our children and the community. The Fund provides music 
resources such as musical instruments and learning materials to schools, as well as 
organises annual concerts to promote and popularise these songs. 
  
The Fund is managed by arts and cultural organisation, The RICE Company Limited, 
and governed by the Sing50 Fund Board of Trustees. 
 
 
  



 

Annex 1 
 
Artists Bio 
 
Ananya Ravishankar Diddapur, 18, UK/ Singapore 
Vocals 
 
Ananya hopes to use her passion for music to connect with people and give back to the 
community. With the intention of making a meaningful difference in the lives of others, 
she has performed at the ChildAid charity concerts in Singapore that raise funds and 
provide underprivileged children a chance to pursue the arts. She has also participated 
in various ChildAid Asia events hosted by Malaysia, Japan and Indonesia. These 
international collaborations have exposed Ananya to the rich culture of music throughout 
Asia, as well as allowed her to form long-lasting friendships with budding international 
musicians. Outside of music, she has been volunteering weekly at a nursing home and 
day care centre for seniors for the past two years. 

 

Ariel Putra Judarta, 18, Indonesia 
Viola 
 
Passionate about the viola, Ariel began his musical journey under the guidance of Jane 
Irene Sutiono. He is currently a Principal of Viola in the Jakarta Christian Youth 
Orchestra, as well as a member of both the Voice of Joy Orchestra and the string 
chamber ensemble in the Jakarta Conservatory of Music. 

 

Bich Ngoc, 25, Vietnam 
Vocal 
 
Hailing from the small town of Can Tho, Bich Ngoc shot to fame in Vietnam when she 
emerged as the runner-up on Vietnam Idol (2015) with her take on traditional music that 
resonated well with the show’s audience. 
 
After Vietnam Idol, Bich Ngoc began training in music and composition, as well as 
dance. She released her debut single, her own original composition entitled “Dream 
Girl”, produced by international producer, David "DQ" Quiñones, who has worked with 
many international stars including Beyoncé and Demi Lovato. Bich Ngoc has also written 
and performed for Vietnam’s version of Glee. 

 



 

Elizabeth Russell, 11, Australia/ Singapore 
Flute 
 
Since being featured at ChildAid 2016, a fundraiser concert for The Business Times 
Budding Artists Fund and The Straits Times School Pocket Money Fund, Elizabeth has 
performed regularly at charity fundraisers. 
 
Elizabeth began playing the flute at the age of four and is now regarded as one of the 
top five flautists globally for her age. Under the tutelage of Larisa Tupitsina, founder of 
The Flute Academy & Performances, Singapore, she has been invited to perform in 
some of the world’s most prestigious music venues including Carnegie Hall in New York 
City, Regent Hall in London, Muramatsu Recital Hall in Osaka and the Vienna 
Musikverien in Vienna. 
 
More recently, she was awarded the 2nd prize in the Les Musicales du Centre 
Competition, Paris. 

 

He Sha Sha, 24, China 
Vocals 
 
Hailing from Jiangxi province, Sha Sha grew up in the city of Chengdu with a love for 
music under the influence of her parents. In 2010, she studied under Li Xinyu, well-
known male soprano and professor in the vocal department at the Wuhan Music 
Academy. In 2011, she entered the Southwestern Ethnic University of Fine Arts. Under 
the tutelage of Associate Professor Chen Ran, she was awarded the Gold Award in the 
4th China National Vocal Music Dunhuang Awards Competition (Folk Category). Sha 
Sha was invited to various public performances and TV appearances, including China 
Central Television (CCTV)’s Indigenous Peoples’ Music Concert (2013), the launch of 
Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China’s Cultural Award (2013) and 
Sichuan Chengdu’s Chinese New Year Celebrations (2016). She was one of the Top 3 
Finalists of Super Girl《超级女声》 2016, a chinese singing competition organised by 
Hunan Satellite Television. 
 
More recently, she has released three original singles, 《妙笔丹青》,《成都老院坝》and
《好喜欢你》. In her personal time, Sha Sha enjoys giving back to the arts community 
by participating actively in her school’s choir and conducting film and television acting 
and pop vocal classes at Chengdu’s Xingelin Art School 《成都新格林艺术学校》 and 
Chengdu’s  Hunter’s Family 《成都猎人之家》. 

 



 

Isaiah Hui, 13, Singapore 
Composition & Piano 
 
Isaiah began his musical journey at age three and has won several awards since. As the 
winner of the American Protégé International Piano and Strings Competition (2015), he 
was invited to perform at Carnegie Hall in New York City. He has also been selected to 
represent Singapore in concerts including the 44th Yamaha International Junior Original 
Concert (2015) where he performed his own composition, “Joy of Music”. 
 
In May, he was invited to perform in ChildAid Asia Tokyo 2018. In addition, he has also 
composed many other pieces, like “The Way” and the theme song for the concert 
imagin.Asia. 

 

Juri Yamamoto, 15, Japan 
Piano 
 
An alumnus of ChildAid Asia (Malaysia) concert - a charity concert in aid of children in 
need - Juri began learning the piano at the age of four. At present, a student at Takasaki 
Municipal High School of Takasaki City University of Economics, Juri pursues piano 
lessons and aspires to be a professional pianist in the future. She looks forward to the 
exciting encounters and performances at imagin.Asia concert. 

 

Kalonica Eda Evodie Chrisandy, 13, Indonesia 
Percussions 
 
Kalonica started to play the drums at the age of six. At the age of 10, she became the 
Grand Prize winner of the Online Worldwide Female Drummers Contest: Hit Like A Girl 
in the under 18 category. Besides drums, she also plays percussion and the marching 
snare drums. With her musical talent, she also served her church choir as a 
percussionist and organist. 

 



 

Kansiree Chirawattanaphan, 18, Thailand 
Piano 
 
Kansiree Chirawattanaphan has won numerous prizes from various piano competitions 
both in Thailand and abroad. Her most recent achievement was winning 2nd prize at the 
4th Siam International Piano Competition as well as an award for her playing of 
“Somewhere Somehow”, King Rama IX’s composition arranged for piano by Thai 
composer and Steinway artist Nat Yontararak. She was awarded a full scholarship to 
study at the Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Music from August this year. She is a 
student of Nat Yontararak. 

 

Lavinia Tsai Qi En, 14, Singapore  
Violin 
 
Since young, Lavinia has enjoyed playing the violin and strongly believes that the 
language of music is universal. Currently studying the violin at Nanyang Academy of 
Fine Arts’ (NAFA) School of Young Talents, she has competed in many local and 
international music competitions, with her most recent win being 3rd place at the National 
Piano & Violin Competition last year. Lavina enjoys performing for the elderly and hopes 
to spread joy with her playing of the violin. 

 



 

Prince Nepali, 23, Nepal 
Sarangi 
 
Prince is a 4th generation sarangi player who started playing the sarangi, a traditional 
string instrument from Nepal, from an early age. He is also a member of musical folk 
instrumental band “Sakchyam”. Sakchyam is a musical group that consists of six 
members who have been working together to preserve, promote and play different folk 
instruments from Nepal. Being a professional musician, Prince has lots to offer with his 
skills in arranging and composing music. He also plays the guitar, madal (a traditional 
Nepali drum), drums and other instruments. He has played with great Nepali artists such 
as  Deepak Bajracharya and Bupil Chettri. He is also a member of the famous Nepali 
music TV series Kripa Unplugged. Prince is honored by the Nepal Army for the 
outstanding contribution to teach Sarangi to musical groups in Singh Durbar, a palace in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 
 
Prizol Nepali, 20, Nepal 
Percussions 
 
Prizol plays traditional Nepali instruments such as the madal, dhime, khein and other 
percussions. Having grown up in a musical family, he has been playing these 
instruments since childhood. He is a member of a folk instrumental band, “NAYAN”, 
which has performed in various parts of Nepal to promote traditional Nepalese 
instruments. In 2015, he performed in Thailand to raise funds to support victims of the 
two devastating earthquakes that hit Nepal. He has also performed for other charity 
concerts and music festivals. 
 
The brothers hit home the message of preserving one’s culture through music and 
mastering old art forms to keep them alive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RON, 23, Singapore 
Vocals 
 
RON, whose full name is Ronald Goh, composes music with elements of R&B/Soul and 
Pop. He is an aspiring actor and writer who derives inspiration from film and media. 
 
With a keen sense for music and lyrics, RON, who is a self-taught musician, has written 
songs to reflect on his life experiences. One of RON’s original songs titled “Pay Per 
View” is a piece on pursuing one’s aspirations amidst the conflicting demands of society. 
The song was composed to encourage his peers to stay true to their identity and beliefs. 
 
RON has performed at the SHINE Festival, Esplanade and recently at the Singapore 
Sports Hub Festival. He is gearing for his single to be released later this year. 

 



 

Shuto Chiba, 18, Japan 
Taiko Drums 
 
At the age of two, Shuto became fascinated by the performance piece “Nidan-Uchi” by 
the taiko troop Oedo Sukeroku Taiko. As a result, he enrolled as a disciple of the troop 
and began learning wa-taiko (Japanese drums) at the age of six. For Shuto, the wa-
taiko’s sounds, beats and rhythms have calmed his uneasy feelings and has supported 
him through challenges such as his university entrance exams. 

 

Sophia Sumulong, 13, Philippines 
Piano 
 
Sophia is a 9th grader and academic awardee of St Paul’s College of Pasig who dreams 
of becoming a performing artist. Currently enrolled at the DBC ISAS Conservatory of 
Music, Sophia is studying Music Theory and Fundamentals of Piano Pedagogy under 
Prof. Irene Garcia-Peralejo, the Principal of Developing Basic for Children 
Interdisciplinary Studies for Arts and Sciences. 
 
At her recent participation in the Manila Steinway Youth Piano Competition, she was 
awarded the Grand Finalist in Category Two. With her musical style and charisma, she 
was voted by the panel of judges as the Special Prize Winner to represent the 
Philippines at the imagin.Asia concert in Singapore. 

 

Stefanie Loh, 25, Singapore 
Composition & Piano 
 
Stefanie was diagnosed with cancer at the age of 15, and she coped with her illness by 
writing her own music and putting them into words. She discovered the healing power of 
music and now enjoys sharing her love of music with the people around her. She will be 
presenting an original composition entitled “Love, Faith, Hope” at the imagin.Asia 
concert. 

 



 

Willis Tsoi, 18, Hong Kong 
Suona 
 
Willis was first introduced to music at age four when he had his first piano lesson. 
However, his interest in music did not develop until he was nine, when he discovered the 
suona. The instrument he plays to this day, the suona, has helped Willis with his self-
confidence and attention to detail. 
 
The suona has also led Willis on many journeys, and helped him make many friends 
along the way. He followed his school’s Chinese orchestra to Bratislava, Slovakia in 
2014 to compete in an international competition, which they won. In 2016, he followed 
the Hong Kong Youth Chinese Orchestra to Shenyang and Shanghai for a series of 
performances. In 2017, he followed his school once again for an international 
competition in Singapore. Willis is excited to be given the opportunity to perform in 
Singapore again, and looks forward to performing here once more.  

 
 
Groups 
 
Divers10n, Singapore    
Hip-hop 
 
Divers10n is a young dance crew aged 14-18. Young but no less passionate, the crew 
was formed in early 2016 by youths who attended the Arts Incubation Programme at 10 
Square Youth. The dancers are trained in popular dance forms such as hip-hop, 
contemporary and jazz by instructors from Maya Dance Theatre. They have performed 
at a variety of events including the opening of the Singapore Maritime Week (2017) and 
the  President’s Volunteer and Philanthropy Awards (2017). This group of youthful 
dancers promises a high-energy and exciting performance. 

 

I.AM Band, Singapore 
Resident Band 
 
I.AM (Inclusive Arts Movement) provides income opportunity for the differently-abled 
through performing arts, and promotes inclusivity between the differently and generally 
abled. I.AM presents to you a band made up of the different instrumentalists 
representing I.AM over the years in the performing art industry. These instrumentalists 
have came together with one purpose - to show how arts can play a part in making the 
world a beautiful place to live in when everyone accepts and understands one another 
through music. The fact that they are putting up an amazing performance for you shows 
how their lives have become so much more meaningful through the performing arts.  

 



 

Khaoniew Theatre Group, Laos 
Dance Theatre 
 
From the Land of A Million Elephants, Khao Niew is a puppetry theatre group that 
promotes Lao traditions and culture through their performances. Creating puppets from 
found objects, Khao Niew finds innovative ways to present Laotian folk stories and 
traditions. 
 
Khao Niew also takes pride in nurturing performers from the physically-disadvantaged 
community. The trainers believe that the arts can offer a life-changing opportunity for 
these performers by building confidence, gaining technical and artistic skills and most 
importantly, learning to express themselves with new ideas and beliefs. 
 
Two years ago, Khao Niew began training a team of deaf performers and presented 
showcases at various platforms, such as the Vientiane International Performing Arts 
Festival (VIPAR.FEST). With their performance, Khao Niew hopes to inspire 
changemakers and demonstrate how the physically-disadvantaged can be integrated 
into the current social fabric of Vientiane and Laos, and perhaps in the region as well. 
 
See stories come alive in this lively show performed by a team of deaf performers and 
the puppets. 

 

Mahavidya Dance Theatre (MDT), Malaysia 
Bharatanatyam 
 
Mahavidya Dance Theatre (MDT) believes that dance and traditions have the power to 
empower young individuals. Since its beginnings 17 years ago, MDT has been 
championing the promotion and preservation of Bharatanatyam, a traditional Indian 
dance form. Through the provision of arts classes for underprivileged children, the 
founders believe that dance can empower the lives of these children. These children are 
performing at the concert today and will someday take on the roles of teachers for their 
future generation. 
 
MDT also uses multimedia techniques to promote these traditional performing arts by 
collaborating with diverse individuals comprising historians, scholars, performers, 
graphics specialists, to help reach out to a wider audience. 

 

O School, Singapore 
Urban & Hip-hop 
 
Choreographed by Ahmad Kamil, the dance is an urban dance choreography inspired by 
the style of Zapin, a traditional Malay cultural dance. The intricacies, musicality and 
groove of urban dance are fused with the energetic, strong frames and travelling motion 
of Zapin. A collaboration of movement and culture, this unique dance showcase 
highlights the lighthearted and community spirit of the Malay culture in Singapore. 
 
This piece was presented during the O School Recital, December 2017. It is now being 
brought back with a special music collaboration to further illustrate the vibrant and 

 



 

harmonious cohesiveness between culture and tradition. 

Sugar Rush, Singapore   
Urban & Hip-hop 
 
Sugar Rush is a 10-member dance crew from The Little Arts Academy (LAA) trained 
primarily in urban and hip-hop dance. Mostly in their tweens, these award-winning 
performers are beneficiaries of The Business Times Budding Artists Fund, who love 
dancing and are taught by Singapore dance choreographer Wan Smoof. Six members of 
Sugar Rush have also collaborated with Malaysian dance school, the Mahavidya Dance 
Theatre group, at the charity concert ChildAid Asia in Kuala Lumpur last year. The Sugar 
Rush dance crew supported by the BNP Paribas Foundation since 2010.  

 

 
 
  



 

Masters of Ceremony 
 
Michah Velonza, 22, Singapore 
 
Michah Velonza is a young aspiring professional emcee, who found her passion five 
years ago. Since then, she has had the honour of gracing some of Singapore’s biggest 
stages at the Esplanade, Gardens by the Bay, Singapore Botanic Gardens, and more. In 
her spare time, Michah gives back by using her talents to coach other young emcees 
who wish to fulfill their dreams. Singing, traveling, and sports are also other interests she 
engages in, not only to maintain a holistic lifestyle, but also for the opportunities of 
meeting new people to learn from. 

 

Muhammad Shah Zamani Bin Esham, 14, Singapore 
 
Zamani discovered his passion for the arts when he enrolled in the dance programme of 
The Little Arts Academy in 2013. Currently in the 10 Square Youth programme 
supported by The Business Times Budding Artist Fund (BTBAF), Zamani gives back to 
the community by participating in charity concerts. Through dance, Zamani gained 
confidence, and also discovered his flair and love for emceeing. Some of the events 
Zamani has hosted include the BTBAF Anniversary production (2017) and the opening 
of the Little Arts Academy North Campus I (2017). Zamani has also been a member of 
the Sugar Rush dance crew supported by the BNP Paribas Foundation since 2015. 

 

 
 


