
 

                                                                                            
 

For immediate release 

 

 

PLAYTECH+ 

17 Jan – 7 Feb   

Youths Reimagine Play in Digital Exhibition  

at National Museum of Singapore 

 

 
 

SINGAPORE, 18 January 2019 – Children can stamp on a colourful floorpad to create “water 

ripples” or point a tablet at a 2D mural to see augmented reality animations play on the tablet. 

Or step into a “blackbox” to admire projected images of flowers and fishes on a stack of boxes. 

These are just some of the interactive experiences that the public can look forward to when they 

visit the National Museum of Singapore this weekend.  

 

The fusion of technology and the arts has been conceptualised and created by young teens. 

Playtech+ is a digital playscape presented as part of DigiMuse Presents, a showcase by 

DigiMuse, an initiative by the National Museum. Featuring three different art installations which 

utilise augmented reality, projection mapping and digital illustrations, the exhibition is a 

showcase of technology and arts combined.  

 



Says Ms Azizah Abdullah, curriculum manager at The Little Arts Academy (LAA), “The kids are 

very proud of PlayTech+, which they have put together in less than two months. In creating 

these exhibits based on their childhood memories of play, they have also acquired new digital 

skills. This transition towards digital literacy is a growing focus for us. We would like to impart 

digital and technology skills to the kids, which would be very valuable to them as they grow 

older.” 

 

The teens are visual arts students at LAA, an arts training center that provides free training in 

the arts, supported by The Business Times Budding Artists Fund. They picked up creative 

media and digital technologies through a series of ‘Tech+Arts’ modules that the academy 

introduced in July last year. The programme was initiated to give children and youths greater 

access to technology.  

 

Says Mr Tony Cripps, Group General Manager and CEO of HSBC Singapore:  “HSBC has been 

a long-term supporter of education. We have also seen how new technology can disadvantage 

those with a lack of access to it. To this end, it is meaningful for the Bank to channel its 

charitable partnerships towards such collaborations with The Business Times Budding Artists 

Fund.”  

 

HSBC is the presenting sponsor for PlayTech+ and will also be donating SGD $120,000 in 

support of “Tech+Arts “ programmes for the children and youth beneficiaries of The Business 

Times Budding Artists Fund. Training at LAA is provided without cost to beneficiaries of the 

fund. The fund provides opportunities for under-served children to develop their interest in the 

arts regardless of their financial situation. 

 

PlayTech+ opens to the public from 17 January for three weeks until 7 February. Admission to 

PlayTech+ is free and the exhibition is located in Canyon at the basement level of the National 

Museum.        

 
 

For Media Enquiries: 

Sum Wai Ying 

Email: waiying_sum@therice.sg  

Mobile: 9222 3548  

 

Event: PlayTech+  

Date: 17 Jan – 7 Feb 2019 

Fee: Free admission 

Venue:  93 Stamford Road, 

The Canyon, National Museum Singapore 

Singapore 178897 



Synopsis Presented by HSBC, Playtech+ is a digital playscape conceptualised 

and created entirely by young teens, who are currently studying visual 

arts at The Little Arts Academy, an arts training center that provides free 

training in the arts. PlayTech+ is made of play objects inspired by 

favorite childhood memories. Check out what the young artists have 

accomplished with their digital, animation, illustration skills combined 

with creativity unleashed!  

Contact Person(s): The RICE Company Limited:  

Waiying Sum (9222 3548) 

 

 

The Little Arts Academy 

The Little Arts Academy (LAA), managed by The RICE Company Limited, offers a systematic 

and multidisciplinary arts training for children aged six to 12. The academy is equipped to 

provide a creative and innovative learning environment for children keen to pursue both 

Performing and Visual Arts. The academy emphasises the creation of original works, 

performance opportunities and development of personal and technical skills through the arts. 

With a curriculum that focuses on exploration and experimentation for children, the academy 

strives to be a leading arts training 5 ground for young people regardless of personal 

circumstances. LAA first opened its doors on 19 November 2008 and is supported by The 

Business Times Budding Artists Fund. For more information, visit www.thelittleartsacademy.sg.  

 

 

 

The Business Times Budding Artists Fund 

Initiated in 2004 and adopted by The Business Times in 2005, The Business Times Budding 

Artists Fund (BT BAF) originated from a conviction that no child with a strong interest and 

potential in the arts should be denied the opportunity to develop his or her talents due to a lack 

of financial resources. Since 2005, BT BAF has reached out to more than 16,000 financially-

disadvantaged children and youths, between the ages of six to 19 years old, through a variety of 

programmes including a structured arts training programme, arts camps, workshops and 

signature events. BT BAF supports two arts training centres, The Little Arts Academy and 10 

Square @ Orchard Central, and is managed by the RICE Company Limited.  

 

 

 

HSBC Singapore  

HSBC Group’s history in Singapore dates back to 1877 when its founding member, The 

qualifying full bank, HSBC in Singapore offers a comprehensive range of banking and financial 

services including retail banking and wealth management; commercial, investment and private 

banking; insurance; forfaiting and trustee services; securities and capital markets services. One 

of the earliest banks to establish in Singapore, HSBC today is a prominent player in Singapore's 

financial services sector serving the banking needs of multi-national corporations, home-grown 



businesses, private banking clients, institutional and retail customers. In May 2016, HSBC 

locally incorporated its retail banking and wealth management business in Singapore and 

established, HSBC Bank (Singapore) Limited. Till this day, HSBC's flagship office remains at the 

original Collyer Quay site where its first branch was set up. HSBC Singapore has a retail 

network of 11 6 branches (of which 9 are dedicated HSBC Premier Centre) and many locations 

across the island providing self-service terminals. 

 

National Museum of Singapore 

The National Museum of Singapore is the nation’s oldest museum that seeks to inspire with 

stories of Singapore and the world. Its history dates back to 1887 when it opened on Stamford 

Road as the Raffles Library and Museum. Presently, beneath its 19th-century colonial exterior, it 

uses cutting-edge technology to present the nation’s legacy and development. Its galleries 

highlight fresh perspectives of the Singapore story as they take you on an immersive voyage – 

one where creative storytelling redefines the conventional museum experience.  

 

 

 

DigiMuse 

The DigiMuse programme is an initiative by the National Museum of Singapore that seeks to 

build a vibrant cultural sector, as well as engage with the wider technology industry to 

encourage creative experimentation in cultural spaces. The programme invites artists, 

technologists and culture professionals to co-create projects, and provide considered 

interventions that showcase the possibilities of integrating culture and technology. 

 

 

 

 


