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Renowned Artist and Ex-offenders Come Together  
for the Community Mural Painting Project  

 
Singapore, 22 June, 2019 - A well-known sculptor and a group of artistically-gifted ex-offenders 
will come together to give a fresh look to a car park this Saturday, 22 June, as part of a not-for-
profit arts and culture organisation’s community engagement efforts at Selegie Road.  
 
This mural project is part of arts fair, Fair Play – An Inclusive Community Fair (Fair Play), which 
is organised by The RICE Company Ltd (TRCL) at the 8th floor of Parklane Shopping Mall’s 
shopping mall car park.   
 
Titled Turning Points, the mural will be conceived and lead by renowned sculptor and artist Sun 
Yu-Li in collaboration with artist Barry Yeow and other former inmate-artists from the Visual Arts 
Hub (VAH) located in Institution B4 in Changi Prison Complex. The project is curated by Global 
Cultural Alliance (GCA), a subsidiary of TRCL, that reaches out and works with marginalised 
groups in Singapore who have experiences of poverty and incarceration/offending and who are 
in need of mental health support.   
 
Says Mr Tan Tee Tong, Director of TRCL whose core mission is that of enabling creative 
opportunities for all in the community: “Central to TRCL’s mission is that of giving access to 
opportunities to all who are artistically gifted, especially those from underserved communities.”  
 
“This mural painting activity that sees a collaboration between an established sculptor and artists 
who were trained at the VAH represents an eco-system of support which we aim to establish: 
that of creating opportunity, of nurturing talent and finally that of giving back to the community 
at large through art.”   
 
Held from 1 pm to 6 pm and open to the public, the mural painting will be open to community 
participation. Fair Play will also feature an exhibition of 18 paintings by inmate-artists from VAH 
as well a market place featuring craft and accessories by local artisans.  
 
VAH is a rehabilitation workshop which aims to nurture inmates’ artistic potential, encourage 
creative insights, and facilitate a positive change of mindset. The inmate-artists seek to 
contribute back to the community within and outside prisons, in collaboration with community 
partners.    
 
VAH hopes to develop a vibrant aftercare community of art practitioners bounded by their 
common love for art. VAH is exploring ways to nurture and develop inmate artists so that they 
can find their own ways to contribute to the local arts scene after their release. Such a project 
as this mural painting can serve as a platform for them to contribute. 
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Members of the media are invited to Fair Play – An Inclusive Community Fair held at Level 8 
Carpark of Parklane Shopping Mall, 35 Selegie Road, Singapore 188307 for a photo opportunity 
and to meet the artists.   
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
 
Faith Leong 
The RICE Company Limited 
Email: faith_leong@therice.sg   
Mobile: 9173 0246 
 
 

xxx 
 

 
About The RICE Company Limited 
The RICE Company Limited (TRCL) is a not-for-profit organisation and registered charity with 
IPC (Institutions of Public Character) status. TRCL seeks to harness the potential of the arts to 
benefit under-served children and youths in the community. TRCL manages The Business 
Times Budding Artists Fund, arts training centres (The Little Arts Academy and 10 Square 
Youth) in three locations across Singapore, creative spaces (The Pavilion at Far East Square 
and Temenggong 18/20) and two subsidiaries (Global Cultural Alliance Ltd and Millet Holdings 
Pte Ltd). For more information, visit www.therice.sg 
 
 
About Global Cultural Alliance 
Global Cultural Alliance Ltd is a not-for-profit organisation which focuses on building 
communities and bridging borders. GCA is committed to developing an inclusive Singapore 
society through arts and culture programmes and positioning Singapore as a cultural hub for the 
exchange of ideas and shared experiences. Founded in 2014, GCA is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of The RICE Company Ltd. For more information, visit www.globalculturalalliance.sg  
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Annex A 
 
Sun Yu-Li 
Sun Yu-li is one of the nation’s leading artists who have placed Singapore on the world map with 
overseas installations and exhibitions. His sculptures and paintings can be seen all over the 
island from The Singapore Art Museum to Dhoby Ghaut station and in countries like China, USA 
and England.  
 
As a former architect, Yu-li has a rational and logical mind and has spent over 30 years studying 
the fundamentals of metaphysics, linguistics, topology, geometry, archaeology and philosophy. 
He has developed the “Universal Language” in search of the “universal truth”; a search for the 
original state of form.  
 
Yu-li’s art have been described as “art of the mind” and his style “an expression of abstract 
thought based on metaphysical principles”. He has his own unique way of creating, inspired by 
the essence of the Universal Language: Beginning with the dot, forming a line, then progressing 
to a plane, and finally into volume.  
 
Just as grammar is basic and fundamental to language, Yu-li attempts to achieve the mutual 
communication between creator and viewer through the use of basic concepts and metaphysical 
moulds. 
 
 
Barry Yeow 
A former inmate artist at Visual Arts Hub at Changi Prison Complex, professional painter Barry 
Yeow has completed more than 600 commissioned works and two public exhibitions to date. He 
also teaches art and mentors at Visual Arts Hub and sees art as “a form of medium to reach 
those in pain.”  
 
As Barry says of his journey in an online article: “The art discovery prompted me to view the 
world differently in many ways. It opened my eyes to see and access things in many 
perspectives rather than being narrow-minded.” 


